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China uses tech to 
aid elderly, disabled
Beijing expo showcases AI, smart 
devices that are boosting people’s lives

By CHENG SI 
chengsi@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s development and intro-
duction of advanced assistive devi-
ces has greatly benefited the 
elderly and people with disabili-
ties, earning praise from officials 
representing international organi-
zations.

The Care & Rehabilitation Expo 
China 2025, organized by the Chi-
na Disabled Persons’ Federation, 
opened on Friday in Beijing and 
was in full swing throughout the 
weekend.

The three-day event featured a 
wide range of assistive devices, 
including prostheses, barrier-free 
vehicles and eyeglasses for the 
visually impaired. Many of the 
products combine practical func-
tions with futuristic elements by 
applying cutting-edge technologies 
such as artificial intelligence and 
brain-computer interfaces.

The expo is the 18th of its kind to 
be held since 2007. The federation 
said this year’s event attracted 
more than 430 companies and 
organizations from China and 
abroad.

Jiang Honghai, a 50-year-old 
who lost his left lower leg in an 
accident 30 years ago, said his life 
has greatly improved since he 
began using a smart prosthesis 

from Ottobock, a German med-
tech company, eight years ago.

“My previous prosthesis was not 
that comfortable, and I couldn’t 
walk for a long time or go upstairs 
and downstairs with it. I was in a 
deep depression and refused to 
engage in any social life at the 
time,” he said. “The prosthesis I 
now use allows me to walk, climb 
mountains and go cycling. It’s 
already a part of my body.”

Wang Lei, corporate and exter-
nal affairs director at Ottobock’s 
China office, said the company 
established its presence in China in 
1993 and has participated in all 18 
editions of the expo.

“The company has invested 
increasing resources to develop 
products suitable for Chinese peo-
ple. We believe assistive devices 
can not only help people with disa-
bilities move or walk but also ena-
ble them to return to family life and 
work, and to create personal value 
in society,” she said.

Shanghai-based Boin Hearing 
Technology Co showcased its latest 
self-developed Bluetooth head-
phones and a bone conduction 
hearing aid at the expo, with the 
latter offering safer, more comfort-
able and effective solutions for peo-
ple with sensorineural hearing loss 
— often caused by damage to the 
inner ear.

“It’s estimated that China has 
220 million people with hearing 
loss, which has a severe negative 
effect on their communication 
abilities, physical health and men-
tal well-being. Hearing is a right 
everyone is entitled to, and we see 
hearing aids not just as devices but 
as bridges connecting people to 
the world of sound,” said Jiang 
Xianquan, president and CEO of 
Boin.

Jiang said the company has 
focused on self-developed technol-
ogies and innovation since its 
founding in 2019. 

“It’s necessary to prioritize 
research and development, lower 
costs, optimize manufacturing pro-
cesses and diversify products to 
allow more Chinese people access 
to affordable, high-quality hearing 
aids,” he said.

Jose Maria Viera, executive 
director of the International Disa-
bility Alliance, said his experience  
at the expo was “incredible” and 
that it was encouraging to note 
how technology is improving 
lives.

“I’m impressed by mobility 
aids, assistive technology and AI 
that allow people with disabilities 
to live more independently,” he 
said, adding that he believes Chi-
na is in a privileged position to 
connect disabled people with 
technology, and that the experien-
ces China has accumulated can 
help support people with disabili-
ties globally.

Khaby Lame’s art of silence dazzles
By HE QI in Shanghai
heqi@chinadaily.com.cn

In a world often divided by lan-
guage and cultural barriers, Khaby 
Lame — the Italian-Senegalese 
influencer and TikTok’s most-fol-
lowed content creator — believes in 
the power of silence.

With around 260 million cross-
platform followers worldwide, 
Lame is currently on a tour of China 
that has led him to Beijing, Tianjin, 
Shanghai and Nanjing, Jiangsu 
province.

“Humor and happiness are my 
way to connect with the world,” 
Lame told China Daily in an exclu-
sive interview in Shanghai.

His signature videos — respond-
ing to overly complicated life hacks 
with a deadpan stare followed by 
simple solutions — have become an 
internationally recognised lan-
guage. Through gestures, facial 
expressions and wordless humor, he 
offers international audiences an 
unfiltered glimpse of contemporary 
Chinese society, turning casual 
street interactions or food tastings 
into relatable stories that transcend 
cultural gaps.

“One of the values of my videos is 
that silence can reach everybody,” 
the 25-year-old explained. “You 
don’t have to talk to make content. 
My videos are accessible for all 

countries — you don’t have to know 
the language, because I don’t speak. 
So they are available for everybody, 
for all ages and for all people.”

Since arriving in Beijing on Sept 9, 
Lame has wasted no time exploring 
local culture: making jianbing guo-
zi, Tianjin’s savory pancake; drib-
bling a soccer ball with players from 
the popular Jiangsu Football City 
League; strolling along Shanghai’s 
iconic tree-lined Wukang Road; and 
even cosplaying as a lead character 
from Black Myth, Wukong, an inter-
nationally acclaimed Chinese video 
game.

Lame said his experience in China 
has given him a way to express him-
self while also learning from Chi-
nese people.

Shanghai, in particular, left a last-
ing impression.

“Usually, when cities modernize, 
they kind of forget their past; they 
destroy old things to build new 
buildings or other stuff. But I love 
that Shanghai preserves its original 
charm while still being modern,” 
Lame said.

He also noted the city’s unique 
vibe: “People in Shanghai have a fast 
pace of work and life, and they are so 
stylish — everyone looks like they 
work for Vogue magazine.”

Lame is part of a growing wave of 
foreign content creators exploring 
China, following Darren Jason Wat-

kins Jr, a streamer from the United 
States known to Chinese fans as ISh-
owSpeed, or jiakang ge. He traveled 
across China from late March to ear-
ly April, livestreaming adventures in 
cities including Beijing, Shanghai, 
Chongqing and Shenzhen. His 
opening broadcast in Shanghai 
drew 5.6 million viewers.

From marveling at China’s 350 
kilometers per hour high-speed 
trains to tasting fermented soybean 
milk, IShowSpeed’s unscripted 
moments challenged stereotypes, 
earning praise from the Chinese 
embassy in the US, which said his 
content “bridges cultural gaps and 
creates alternative channels for for-
eign audiences to understand a 
vibrant China”.

Lame shares similar goals, using 
light-hearted, human-centered con-
tent to challenge stereotypes and 
connect China with the world.

“I can’t wait to make my own vlog 
and show the whole world how 
interesting and nice China is, and 
how colorful and warm the people 
in China are,” said Lame, dubbed 
wuyu ge, or speechless brother, by 
Chinese netizens. “My hope is that 
by passing on these experiences, I 
can help China and other countries 
come closer as friends.”

This trend aligns with a broader 
revival in China’s inbound tourism. 
According to the China Tourism 

Academy’s 2024-2025 inbound tour-
ism report, 2024 saw 131.9 million 
inbound visitors, a 61 percent year-
on-year increase, with 26.94 million 
foreign travelers, up 96 percent, 
benefiting from visa-free policies 
covering 63 countries.

Social media has become a key 
enabler of this exchange. As large 
numbers of international tourists 
visit China, platforms such as You-
Tube and TikTok turn personal 
experiences into global stories.

“I hope to continue building bridg-
es of friendship between nations, 
one smile at a time,” Lame said.

As Lame continues his ongoing 

multi-city journey, he is already 
planning to deepen his connection 
with China.

“In China, I felt how powerful 
simple happiness can be,” Lame 
said. “With my vlogs, I want to carry 
these feelings to more people, so 
they can see and share the same 
warmth.”

Yang Yi contributed to this story.

Xinjiang county’s cotton 
fields fully mechanized
By ZHAO YIMENG 
in Jinghe, Xinjiang
zhaoyimeng@chinadaily.com.cn

Earlier in September, in the vast 
cotton fields of Jinghe county in the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, 
no workers were seen bent under 
the sun. Instead, drones had just fin-
ished spraying defoliants to hasten 
boll opening and leaf fall. 

In about 10 days, harvesting 
machines will roll in, completing a 
cotton production cycle that is now 
fully mechanized.

Jinghe, located in the Bortala 
Mongolian autonomous prefecture, 
is a major producer of early-matur-
ing cotton in northern Xinjiang. In 
2024, the county’s demonstration 
fields produced 11 metric tons of cot-
ton per hectare, setting a national 
record.

Ochirbat, head of the Bortala agri-
culture and rural affairs bureau, 
said mechanization in planting, 
managing and harvesting cotton in 
the county has reached 100 percent, 
greatly reducing labor needs.

In the past, tending 1,040 hectares 
of cotton in Shartur village, which is 
part of Jinghe, required large num-
bers of hired hands for irrigation, 
spraying and picking. Now, mecha-
nization has shortened the harvest 
period from 20 days to just five, and 
planting efficiency has improved by 
40 percent, Ochirbat said.

Combined with government sub-
sidies for target price and premium 
cotton, farmers’ average net income 
per hectare has doubled in five 
years, from 4,500 yuan ($632.20) to 
more than 9,000 yuan. Most of the 
130 households in the village now 
earn at least 30,000 yuan more 
annually, according to the bureau.

“Many farmers lease their land to 
cooperatives and larger growers. 
Freed from heavy farm work, they 
are opening restaurants, shops and 
homestays, or working in textile 
enterprises at local industrial 
parks,” Ochirbat said.

Some have joined the growing 
rural tourism and garden economy, 
planting vegetables and fruits in 
their courtyards and diversifying 

A cotton harvester picks cotton in the fields of Daheyanzi town, Jing-
he county, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, last year.
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A Russian expo attendee tries out a full-body rehabilitation training device at the Care & Rehabilita-
tion Expo China 2025 in Beijing, on Friday. Over 10,000 innovative assistive technology products 
were showcased at the three-day event. CAI YANG / XINHUA NEWS AGENCY 

their income 
sources, he add-
ed.

“The biggest 
change is labor 
savings,” said 

Xuan Baolin, a veteran operator 
with a farm machinery cooperative 
in Jinghe.

A high-horsepower tractor at the 
cooperative can sow far more in a 
day than manual labor ever could, 
while a harvester has replaced hun-
dreds of pickers. As a result, labor 
costs have dropped by more than 60 
percent annually, Xuan said.

“A decade ago, 4.67 hectares 
required a dozen people working 50 
days to pick the cotton. This year, 
one harvester can handle at least 
33.3 hectares in 10 hours.”

Meanwhile, large-scale cotton 
farmers in the village are benefiting 
from intelligent technologies. The 
10-hectare fields of Ding Hongshan 
are equipped with seeders guided by 
Beidou satellite navigation, smart 
water-fertilizer systems and drones 
for crop protection.

“In the past, it took five days of 
manual labor to irrigate once a 
week. Now I can control irrigation 
with a smartphone app, saving 
more than 30 percent of water and 
cutting labor costs,” he said.

The yield of his fields in 2025 is 
expected to reach an above-average 
7.5 tons per hectare, with 85 percent 
classified as high-quality cotton, giv-
ing him a net income of around 
90,000 yuan after subsidies.

Technology upgrades have lifted 
village yields to more than 6 tons 
per hectare. Shartur’s cotton output 
value is forecast to exceed 20 million 
yuan in 2025.

According to the bureau, the pre-
fecture has planted nearly 106,000 
hectares of cotton in 2025, and the 
total output of lint cotton is expect-
ed to exceed 220,000 tons, 18,000 
tons more than in 2024.

Ochirbat said the region will fur-
ther improve mechanized harvest-
ing, enhance the quality of 
defoliation and picking, and pro-
mote domestically made harvest-
ers.

Fallen 
warriors
honored 
in solemn 
ceremony
By LI SHANGYI in Beijing 
and WU YONG in Shenyang

On Saturday, a burial ceremo-
ny was held in Shenyang, Liao-
ning province, for the 12th set of 
remains of Chinese soldiers who 
died during the War to Resist US 
Aggression and Aid Korea (1950-
53). The remains of 30 soldiers 
were transported from South 
Korea to Shenyang on Friday by 
a Y-20 strategic transport plane 
of the People’s Liberation Army 
Air Force.

Led by Peng Dehuai, com-
mander in chief of the Chinese 
People’s Volunteers army, nearly 
2.9 million Chinese soldiers 
fought in the conflict. More than 
197,000 Chinese soldiers and 
civilians recruited by the CPV 
died in combat.

The ceremony began at 10 am 
on Saturday. With PLA honor 
guards standing watch, ceremo-
nial soldiers marched in unison, 
escorting the coffins of the 30 
martyrs into the memorial 
square of the CPV martyrs’ ceme-
tery. The national anthem was 
played and sung.

Minister of Veterans Affairs 
Pei Jinjia delivered the eulogy. 
All attendees bowed three times 
to the remains, and 27 honor 
guards fired 12 shots in succes-
sion to pay their respects.

More than 300 people 
attended the ceremony, includ-
ing government representa-
tives, military personnel, 
veterans, families of the fallen 
soldiers, students and local res-
idents.

Zhao Jingcheng, a tourist from 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, said the 
flowers, fruits and candies 
placed in front of each grave 
showed that the country and 
people have not forgotten the 
fallen. 

“They are the most lovable 
people,” Zhao said.

Photographer Liu Naipeng, 
who has documented multiple 
repatriations of CPV soldiers’ 
remains, said capturing such 
moments is unforgettable. 

“Every time I press the shutter, 
I feel immense respect as I wel-
come the heroes in my heart 
back home,” Liu said.

The remains were buried at 
the CPV martyrs’ cemetery in 
Shenyang. Wang Chunjie, a staff 
member at the cemetery, said 
she welcomes the heroes’ 
remains back each year. After the 
ceremony, she arranged flowers 
in front of the wall bearing the 
soldiers’ names.

“As a guardian of these mar-
tyrs, I am committed to sharing 
their stories with more people 
and passing on the spirit. This is 
the best tribute we can offer to 
these heroes,” Wang said.

This year marks the 75th anni-
versary of the CPV’s participa-
tion in the war, which lasted two 
years and nine months.

Over the past 12 years, a total 
of 1,011 CPV martyrs’ remains 
have been brought back from 
South Korea. 

The identification and com-
parison process for the first 11 
batches of the remains of 981 
Chinese soldiers who died dur-
ing the war and were returned 
from South Korea has been com-
pleted, with the names and fami-
ly members of 28 martyrs 
confirmed, the Ministry of Veter-
ans Affairs said.

Contact the writers at 
lishangyi@chinadaily.com.cn

Every time I press 
the shutter, I feel 
immense respect as 
I welcome the 
heroes in my heart 
back home.”
Liu Naipeng, photographer

Khaby Lame makes a “thumb-up” gesture during his visit in Chong-
qing on Sunday, where he watched Sichuan Opera performances 
and made hotpot broth. ZHOU YI / CHINA NEWS SERVICE
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China uses tech to 
aid elderly, disabled
Beijing expo showcases AI, smart 
devices that are boosting people’s lives

By CHENG SI 
chengsi@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s development and intro-
duction of advanced assistive devi-
ces has greatly benefited the 
elderly and people with disabili-
ties, earning praise from officials 
representing international organi-
zations.

The Care & Rehabilitation Expo 
China 2025, organized by the Chi-
na Disabled Persons’ Federation, 
opened on Friday in Beijing and 
was in full swing throughout the 
weekend.

The three-day event featured a 
wide range of assistive devices, 
including prostheses, barrier-free 
vehicles and eyeglasses for the 
visually impaired. Many of the 
products combine practical func-
tions with futuristic elements by 
applying cutting-edge technologies 
such as artificial intelligence and 
brain-computer interfaces.

The expo is the 18th of its kind to 
be held since 2007. The federation 
said this year’s event attracted 
more than 430 companies and 
organizations from China and 
abroad.

Jiang Honghai, a 50-year-old 
who lost his left lower leg in an 
accident 30 years ago, said his life 
has greatly improved since he 
began using a smart prosthesis 

from Ottobock, a German med-
tech company, eight years ago.

“My previous prosthesis was not 
that comfortable, and I couldn’t 
walk for a long time or go upstairs 
and downstairs with it. I was in a 
deep depression and refused to 
engage in any social life at the 
time,” he said. “The prosthesis I 
now use allows me to walk, climb 
mountains and go cycling. It’s 
already a part of my body.”

Wang Lei, corporate and exter-
nal affairs director at Ottobock’s 
China office, said the company 
established its presence in China in 
1993 and has participated in all 18 
editions of the expo.

“The company has invested 
increasing resources to develop 
products suitable for Chinese peo-
ple. We believe assistive devices 
can not only help people with disa-
bilities move or walk but also ena-
ble them to return to family life and 
work, and to create personal value 
in society,” she said.

Shanghai-based Boin Hearing 
Technology Co showcased its latest 
self-developed Bluetooth head-
phones and a bone conduction 
hearing aid at the expo, with the 
latter offering safer, more comfort-
able and effective solutions for peo-
ple with sensorineural hearing loss 
— often caused by damage to the 
inner ear.

“It’s estimated that China has 
220 million people with hearing 
loss, which has a severe negative 
effect on their communication 
abilities, physical health and men-
tal well-being. Hearing is a right 
everyone is entitled to, and we see 
hearing aids not just as devices but 
as bridges connecting people to 
the world of sound,” said Jiang 
Xianquan, president and CEO of 
Boin.

Jiang said the company has 
focused on self-developed technol-
ogies and innovation since its 
founding in 2019. 

“It’s necessary to prioritize 
research and development, lower 
costs, optimize manufacturing pro-
cesses and diversify products to 
allow more Chinese people access 
to affordable, high-quality hearing 
aids,” he said.

Jose Maria Viera, executive 
director of the International Disa-
bility Alliance, said his experience  
at the expo was “incredible” and 
that it was encouraging to note 
how technology is improving 
lives.

“I’m impressed by mobility 
aids, assistive technology and AI 
that allow people with disabilities 
to live more independently,” he 
said, adding that he believes Chi-
na is in a privileged position to 
connect disabled people with 
technology, and that the experien-
ces China has accumulated can 
help support people with disabili-
ties globally.

Khaby Lame’s art of silence dazzles
By HE QI in Shanghai
heqi@chinadaily.com.cn

In a world often divided by lan-
guage and cultural barriers, Khaby 
Lame — the Italian-Senegalese 
influencer and TikTok’s most-fol-
lowed content creator — believes in 
the power of silence.

With around 260 million cross-
platform followers worldwide, 
Lame is currently on a tour of China 
that has led him to Beijing, Tianjin, 
Shanghai and Nanjing, Jiangsu 
province.

“Humor and happiness are my 
way to connect with the world,” 
Lame told China Daily in an exclu-
sive interview in Shanghai.

His signature videos — respond-
ing to overly complicated life hacks 
with a deadpan stare followed by 
simple solutions — have become an 
internationally recognised lan-
guage. Through gestures, facial 
expressions and wordless humor, he 
offers international audiences an 
unfiltered glimpse of contemporary 
Chinese society, turning casual 
street interactions or food tastings 
into relatable stories that transcend 
cultural gaps.

“One of the values of my videos is 
that silence can reach everybody,” 
the 25-year-old explained. “You 
don’t have to talk to make content. 
My videos are accessible for all 

countries — you don’t have to know 
the language, because I don’t speak. 
So they are available for everybody, 
for all ages and for all people.”

Since arriving in Beijing on Sept 9, 
Lame has wasted no time exploring 
local culture: making jianbing guo-
zi, Tianjin’s savory pancake; drib-
bling a soccer ball with players from 
the popular Jiangsu Football City 
League; strolling along Shanghai’s 
iconic tree-lined Wukang Road; and 
even cosplaying as a lead character 
from Black Myth, Wukong, an inter-
nationally acclaimed Chinese video 
game.

Lame said his experience in China 
has given him a way to express him-
self while also learning from Chi-
nese people.

Shanghai, in particular, left a last-
ing impression.

“Usually, when cities modernize, 
they kind of forget their past; they 
destroy old things to build new 
buildings or other stuff. But I love 
that Shanghai preserves its original 
charm while still being modern,” 
Lame said.

He also noted the city’s unique 
vibe: “People in Shanghai have a fast 
pace of work and life, and they are so 
stylish — everyone looks like they 
work for Vogue magazine.”

Lame is part of a growing wave of 
foreign content creators exploring 
China, following Darren Jason Wat-

kins Jr, a streamer from the United 
States known to Chinese fans as ISh-
owSpeed, or jiakang ge. He traveled 
across China from late March to ear-
ly April, livestreaming adventures in 
cities including Beijing, Shanghai, 
Chongqing and Shenzhen. His 
opening broadcast in Shanghai 
drew 5.6 million viewers.

From marveling at China’s 350 
kilometers per hour high-speed 
trains to tasting fermented soybean 
milk, IShowSpeed’s unscripted 
moments challenged stereotypes, 
earning praise from the Chinese 
embassy in the US, which said his 
content “bridges cultural gaps and 
creates alternative channels for for-
eign audiences to understand a 
vibrant China”.

Lame shares similar goals, using 
light-hearted, human-centered con-
tent to challenge stereotypes and 
connect China with the world.

“I can’t wait to make my own vlog 
and show the whole world how 
interesting and nice China is, and 
how colorful and warm the people 
in China are,” said Lame, dubbed 
wuyu ge, or speechless brother, by 
Chinese netizens. “My hope is that 
by passing on these experiences, I 
can help China and other countries 
come closer as friends.”

This trend aligns with a broader 
revival in China’s inbound tourism. 
According to the China Tourism 

Academy’s 2024-2025 inbound tour-
ism report, 2024 saw 131.9 million 
inbound visitors, a 61 percent year-
on-year increase, with 26.94 million 
foreign travelers, up 96 percent, 
benefiting from visa-free policies 
covering 63 countries.

Social media has become a key 
enabler of this exchange. As large 
numbers of international tourists 
visit China, platforms such as You-
Tube and TikTok turn personal 
experiences into global stories.

“I hope to continue building bridg-
es of friendship between nations, 
one smile at a time,” Lame said.

As Lame continues his ongoing 

multi-city journey, he is already 
planning to deepen his connection 
with China.

“In China, I felt how powerful 
simple happiness can be,” Lame 
said. “With my vlogs, I want to carry 
these feelings to more people, so 
they can see and share the same 
warmth.”

Yang Yi contributed to this story.

Xinjiang county’s cotton 
fields fully mechanized
By ZHAO YIMENG 
in Jinghe, Xinjiang
zhaoyimeng@chinadaily.com.cn

Earlier in September, in the vast 
cotton fields of Jinghe county in the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, 
no workers were seen bent under 
the sun. Instead, drones had just fin-
ished spraying defoliants to hasten 
boll opening and leaf fall. 

In about 10 days, harvesting 
machines will roll in, completing a 
cotton production cycle that is now 
fully mechanized.

Jinghe, located in the Bortala 
Mongolian autonomous prefecture, 
is a major producer of early-matur-
ing cotton in northern Xinjiang. In 
2024, the county’s demonstration 
fields produced 11 metric tons of cot-
ton per hectare, setting a national 
record.

Ochirbat, head of the Bortala agri-
culture and rural affairs bureau, 
said mechanization in planting, 
managing and harvesting cotton in 
the county has reached 100 percent, 
greatly reducing labor needs.

In the past, tending 1,040 hectares 
of cotton in Shartur village, which is 
part of Jinghe, required large num-
bers of hired hands for irrigation, 
spraying and picking. Now, mecha-
nization has shortened the harvest 
period from 20 days to just five, and 
planting efficiency has improved by 
40 percent, Ochirbat said.

Combined with government sub-
sidies for target price and premium 
cotton, farmers’ average net income 
per hectare has doubled in five 
years, from 4,500 yuan ($632.20) to 
more than 9,000 yuan. Most of the 
130 households in the village now 
earn at least 30,000 yuan more 
annually, according to the bureau.

“Many farmers lease their land to 
cooperatives and larger growers. 
Freed from heavy farm work, they 
are opening restaurants, shops and 
homestays, or working in textile 
enterprises at local industrial 
parks,” Ochirbat said.

Some have joined the growing 
rural tourism and garden economy, 
planting vegetables and fruits in 
their courtyards and diversifying 

A cotton harvester picks cotton in the fields of Daheyanzi town, Jing-
he county, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, last year.
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A Russian expo attendee tries out a full-body rehabilitation training device at the Care & Rehabilita-
tion Expo China 2025 in Beijing, on Friday. Over 10,000 innovative assistive technology products 
were showcased at the three-day event. CAI YANG / XINHUA NEWS AGENCY 

their income 
sources, he add-
ed.

“The biggest 
change is labor 
savings,” said 

Xuan Baolin, a veteran operator 
with a farm machinery cooperative 
in Jinghe.

A high-horsepower tractor at the 
cooperative can sow far more in a 
day than manual labor ever could, 
while a harvester has replaced hun-
dreds of pickers. As a result, labor 
costs have dropped by more than 60 
percent annually, Xuan said.

“A decade ago, 4.67 hectares 
required a dozen people working 50 
days to pick the cotton. This year, 
one harvester can handle at least 
33.3 hectares in 10 hours.”

Meanwhile, large-scale cotton 
farmers in the village are benefiting 
from intelligent technologies. The 
10-hectare fields of Ding Hongshan 
are equipped with seeders guided by 
Beidou satellite navigation, smart 
water-fertilizer systems and drones 
for crop protection.

“In the past, it took five days of 
manual labor to irrigate once a 
week. Now I can control irrigation 
with a smartphone app, saving 
more than 30 percent of water and 
cutting labor costs,” he said.

The yield of his fields in 2025 is 
expected to reach an above-average 
7.5 tons per hectare, with 85 percent 
classified as high-quality cotton, giv-
ing him a net income of around 
90,000 yuan after subsidies.

Technology upgrades have lifted 
village yields to more than 6 tons 
per hectare. Shartur’s cotton output 
value is forecast to exceed 20 million 
yuan in 2025.

According to the bureau, the pre-
fecture has planted nearly 106,000 
hectares of cotton in 2025, and the 
total output of lint cotton is expect-
ed to exceed 220,000 tons, 18,000 
tons more than in 2024.

Ochirbat said the region will fur-
ther improve mechanized harvest-
ing, enhance the quality of 
defoliation and picking, and pro-
mote domestically made harvest-
ers.

Fallen 
warriors
honored 
in solemn 
ceremony
By LI SHANGYI in Beijing 
and WU YONG in Shenyang

On Saturday, a burial ceremo-
ny was held in Shenyang, Liao-
ning province, for the 12th set of 
remains of Chinese soldiers who 
died during the War to Resist US 
Aggression and Aid Korea (1950-
53). The remains of 30 soldiers 
were transported from South 
Korea to Shenyang on Friday by 
a Y-20 strategic transport plane 
of the People’s Liberation Army 
Air Force.

Led by Peng Dehuai, com-
mander in chief of the Chinese 
People’s Volunteers army, nearly 
2.9 million Chinese soldiers 
fought in the conflict. More than 
197,000 Chinese soldiers and 
civilians recruited by the CPV 
died in combat.

The ceremony began at 10 am 
on Saturday. With PLA honor 
guards standing watch, ceremo-
nial soldiers marched in unison, 
escorting the coffins of the 30 
martyrs into the memorial 
square of the CPV martyrs’ ceme-
tery. The national anthem was 
played and sung.

Minister of Veterans Affairs 
Pei Jinjia delivered the eulogy. 
All attendees bowed three times 
to the remains, and 27 honor 
guards fired 12 shots in succes-
sion to pay their respects.

More than 300 people 
attended the ceremony, includ-
ing government representa-
tives, military personnel, 
veterans, families of the fallen 
soldiers, students and local res-
idents.

Zhao Jingcheng, a tourist from 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, said the 
flowers, fruits and candies 
placed in front of each grave 
showed that the country and 
people have not forgotten the 
fallen. 

“They are the most lovable 
people,” Zhao said.

Photographer Liu Naipeng, 
who has documented multiple 
repatriations of CPV soldiers’ 
remains, said capturing such 
moments is unforgettable. 

“Every time I press the shutter, 
I feel immense respect as I wel-
come the heroes in my heart 
back home,” Liu said.

The remains were buried at 
the CPV martyrs’ cemetery in 
Shenyang. Wang Chunjie, a staff 
member at the cemetery, said 
she welcomes the heroes’ 
remains back each year. After the 
ceremony, she arranged flowers 
in front of the wall bearing the 
soldiers’ names.

“As a guardian of these mar-
tyrs, I am committed to sharing 
their stories with more people 
and passing on the spirit. This is 
the best tribute we can offer to 
these heroes,” Wang said.

This year marks the 75th anni-
versary of the CPV’s participa-
tion in the war, which lasted two 
years and nine months.

Over the past 12 years, a total 
of 1,011 CPV martyrs’ remains 
have been brought back from 
South Korea. 

The identification and com-
parison process for the first 11 
batches of the remains of 981 
Chinese soldiers who died dur-
ing the war and were returned 
from South Korea has been com-
pleted, with the names and fami-
ly members of 28 martyrs 
confirmed, the Ministry of Veter-
ans Affairs said.

Contact the writers at 
lishangyi@chinadaily.com.cn

Every time I press 
the shutter, I feel 
immense respect as 
I welcome the 
heroes in my heart 
back home.”
Liu Naipeng, photographer

Khaby Lame makes a “thumb-up” gesture during his visit in Chong-
qing on Sunday, where he watched Sichuan Opera performances 
and made hotpot broth. ZHOU YI / CHINA NEWS SERVICE




